Living Evidence Synthesis Toolkit – Living Map of Methods & Guidance
Living Guidance Notes: Eligibility Screening
Screening on Title-Abstract
General Statement
Living evidence synthesis (LES) is a general approach to keeping evidence synthesis continually updated with new evidence as it becomes available. Common ‘varieties’, or kinds, of LES include: living evidence maps, living systematic reviews, living economic models and living guidelines. However, in principle, any type of evidence synthesis can be conducted in living ‘mode’ (and ‘living’ is therefore conceptualised as a ‘mode’ of evidence synthesis, like ‘rapid’). This map aims to include published articles about methods, and/or guidance on methods, used to plan, conduct, report (disseminate) and/or use the findings of LES and/ or specific varieties/ kinds of LES.

Screening Codes (‘Screening on Title-Abstract’)
· Excluded on Title-Abstract
· Included on Title-Abstract
· Unsure on Title-Abstract - Insufficient information
· Unsure on Title-Abstract - Simply don't know
· Edge / noteworthy case - Refer for discussion
· Duplicate 

Eligibility criteria
Criterion 1: Publication language
· Title-abstract records where the abstract is reported in English are included.
· Title-abstract records where the abstract is reported in any language other than English are excluded.
· Title-only records where the title is reported in English are included.
· Title-only records where the title is reported in any language other than English are excluded.


Criterion 2: Explicit, major focus on LES
· Articles with a primary or major focus on LES[footnoteRef:1] are included. Articles with a secondary or minor focus on LES are excluded.  [1:  Either LES in general or a specific variety or kind of LES (see ‘General Statement’).] 

· Articles where LES1 is not explicitly mentioned are excluded (i.e. even where the method(s) and/or guidance is still relevant/ applicable to LES1).

Criterion 3: Overall topic/ stage
· Articles about the planning, conduct, reporting/ dissemination and/or use of LES1 are included.
· Articles describing concepts and/or methods of LES1 (what LES is) are also included.
· Articles reporting protocols for, or results of, individual LES1 (i.e. baseline reviews/ baseline maps/ baseline guidelines etc.; or updated versions of reviews/ maps/ guidelines etc.) are excluded.

Criterion 4: Research question(s)
· Articles reporting research studies that describe methods, processes and/or tools used for LES1 are included.
· Articles reporting research studies that evaluate methods, processes and/or tools used for LES1 are included.
· Articles reporting research studies that investigate the feasibility, acceptability, and/or use of findings from LES1 are included.
· Articles reporting research studies that investigate people's views on and/or experiences of LES1 are included.
· Articles reporting research studies that investigate the resource inputs, costs and/or cost-effectiveness of LES1 are included.
· Articles reporting descriptive or evaluative reviews, or audits of the use, of LES1 methods across multiple LES1 projects are included.

Criterion 5: Protocols, errata and corrigenda
· Articles reporting protocols for eligible studies are also included.
· Articles reporting protocols for ineligible studies are also excluded.
· Articles reporting errata or corrigenda for eligible articles are included.
· Articles reporting errata or corrigenda for ineligible articles are excluded.
· Withdrawn articles are excluded.
