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What do the researchers want to 
know?

The research team wished to establish what 
approaches to measuring children’s education, 
health and wellbeing outcomes existed in countries 
with high-performing education systems and how 
these measurements were used.

Who wants to know and why?

The study aimed to provide an international 
perspective for policymakers and strategic planners 
involved in reviewing the types and uses of child 
outcome indicators as part of an initiative to ensure 
system-wide improvements in children’s outcomes in 
England.

What did the researchers find?

Education indicators were most commonly 
collected. In the main, these covered attainment 
and participation in education training and 
employment. Social and emotional development and 
environmental indicators were also collated, albeit 
less frequently.  

Health indicators were varied in type but found 
infrequently. Measures included aspects of general 
public health and healthy lifestyles.  

Well-being indicators were also varied in type but 
not often found. They encompassed perceptions of 
wellbeing; family environment; relationships and 

social participation; education, employment and 
income; housing, homelessness and environment; and 
criminal activity.  

Outcome indicators were often used for the purposes 
of monitoring and accountability, although the nature 
and purposes of these functions varied markedly 
between systems.  Educational indicators were used 
for monitoring schools and national standards. They 
were sometimes used as a means of holding individual 
schools and the education system to account; they 
also informed the development of policies, as well 
as school and area improvement. Only two countries 
reported a broad range of outcomes in a holistic way.

What are the implications?

The reporting of a broad range of child outcome 
indicators in a meaningful way that allows 
policymakers and planners to use them is a 
serious challenge for most governments; there is 
considerable policy interest in how this can best 
be done. Localised accountability at school-level 
may not be the most productive way to improve the 
school system as a whole.

How were these results obtained?

Thirteen countries with high-performing education 
systems were identified. Through systematic searches 
of the internet and recommendations from contacts, 
109 documents were found, which contributed to 
summaries of each country’s approaches. From this, 
descriptive accounts were developed, outlining 
whether, which and how indicators were used.
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Where to find further information

The results of this systematic review are available in four formats: 

These can be downloaded or accessed at http://eppi.ioe.ac.uk/reel/

SUMMARY Explains the purpose of the review and the main messages 
from the research evidence

Describes the background and the findings of the review(s) but 
without full technical details of the methods used
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Includes the background, main findings, and full technical 
details of the review

DATABASES Access to codings describing each research study included in 
the review 
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