SUMMARY

Teaching and learning argumentative

non-fiction writing for 7-14 year olds
A systematic review of the evidence of successful practice

Who wants to know?

Teachers, pupils and policy-makers are keen to know
how best to teach and learn argumentative writing
at Key Stages 2 and 3 in the National Curriculum.
Difficulties with such writing are well-known.

What did we find?

Results showed that certain conditions have to be
in place to create a climate for successful practice.
These are not specific to argumentative writing but
include:

« a writing process model in which students are
encouraged to plan, draft, edit and revise their
writing;

« self-motivation;

« some degree of cognitive reasoning training in
addition to the natural cognitive development that
takes place with maturation;

« peer collaboration, thus modelling a dialogue that
(it is hoped) will become internal and constitute
‘thought’; and

« explicit and very clear explanations for students of
the processes to be learned.

The specific strategies identified that have
contributed to successful practice in teaching and
learning with regard to argumentative writing for
7-14 year olds include:

« ‘heuristics’, i.e. scaffolding of structures and
devices that aid the composition of argumentative
writing - in particular, planning, which can include
examining a question, brainstorming, organizing

and sequencing ideas and evaluating;

« planning which is extensive, elaborated and
hierarchical;

« the use of oral argument, counterargument and
rebuttal to inform written argument;

« the identification of explicit goals (including
audiences) for writing;

« teacher modelling of argumentative writing; and

« ‘procedural facilitation’, i.e. coaching by teaching
through the process of writing argument.

How did we get these results?

Via an EPPI-Centre systematic review conducted
in collaboration with policy-makers and teacher
educators. The review question was:

What is the evidence for successful practice in
teaching and learning with regard to non-fiction
writing (specifically argumentative writing) for
7-14 year olds?

What are the implications?

The results from this review suggest that more
work needs to be undertaken at Key Stage 2, in
particular, to develop argumentative writing by
linking it to critical thinking and other approaches
which aim to encourage reasoning. While argument
has a more secure place in the National Curriculum
than in 1990, it needs to continue to be encouraged
and developed; and more research needs to be
undertaken to determine how best to teach it.
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Where to find further information

For more information about the content of this For more information about the EPPI-Centre’s

review please contact: systematic review programmes please contact:
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Department of Educational Studies Social Science Research Unit (SSRU)
University of York Institute of Education, University of London
York YO10 5DD 18 Woburn Square
United Kingdom London WC1H ONR
tel: +44 (0)1904 433475 United Kingdom

fax: +44 (0)1904 433459 tel: +44 (0) 20 7612 6575
fax: +44 (0) 20 7612 6575

email: ar31@york.ac.uk
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