
Sometimes it is difficult to know where to start with so many 
methods to choose from.
This course will help you to understand the purpose and 
context of a range of different methods, equipping you with 
the skills to undertake a qualitative or quantitative synthesis 
in a systematic review.
As well as learning about the wider context of research  
synthesis, you will undertake a thematic synthesis,   
meta-analysis and mixed-methods synthesis, covering the 
main requirements for most systematic reviews. There is 
also an optional topic on Realist Synthesis.

http://eppi.ioe.ac.uk/MSc/mrs
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A short course on the theory and practice of  
qualitative and quantitative approaches to synthesis
This online course is designed for experienced 
researchers who wish to gain an advanced, working 
knowledge of synthesis methods. You will learn about, 
and use, both established and emerging methods that 
you can then employ in your own research.
It will provide you with highly sought after skills and 
knowledge, supporting career development in those 
academic, policy or practice settings where systematic 
reviews are used and produced. 
The course can also be taken as part of MSc Research 
for Public Policy and Practice.

Course tutor
Alison O’Mara-Eves a.o’mara-eves@ucl.ac.uk

Start date
April

Contact details
Email: eppitraining@ioe.ac.uk  Tel: +44 (0) 20 7612 6271

About the IOE
The UCL Institute of Education (IOE) is ranked number 
one in the UK for education research. It is part of 
University College London and is located in the heart of 
central London. Founded in 1902, it is today recognised 
as one of the world’s leading graduate schools of 
education and related social sciences and offers an 
unrivalled range of Masters and Doctoral degrees.

Systematic reviews: meta-analysis, qualitative synthesis, 
and mixed methods synthesis

‘A highly relevant 
course for anyone with 
a passion for research 
synthesis... an 
engaging and 
innovative learning 
experience.’
Participant from 2014

‘This course really 
made me appreciate 
the difference 
between quantitative 
and qualitative 
systematic reviews 
and will go a long way 
in helping me decide 
on my dissertation 
topic.’
Participant from 2014

Fees
From £670
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